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THE STAR TREK PHENOMENON 

CVOICED PIECE & INSERTS IN TAPE LIBRARY) 
DATELINE: NEW YORK -- PICTURES IN SOUND OF PEOPLE, 
PLACES AND EVENTS IN AMERICA'S METROPOLIS - AND BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY THE VOICE OF AMERICA EACH WEEK CAT THIS TIME). 
THE CITY OF NEW YORK RECENTLY WAS THE SCENE OF A 
CONVENTION OF THE FANATICAL DEVOTEES OF THE TELEVISION 
SHOW "STAR TREK", ACTUALLY, IT WAS THE THIRD CONVENTION 
OF THE YEAR IN NEW YORK FOR THE "TREKKIES", AS THE 
"STAR TREK" FANS ARE KNOWN, AND IT SERVED AS A REMINDER 
OF A PHENOMENON THAT HAS CONTINUED UNABATED FOR SEVEN 
YEARS IN THIS COUNTRY...THE "STAR TREK" PHENOMENON. 


HERE WITH THAT STORY IS VOA'S ------------ e222 eee eee . 


"SPACE, THE FINAL FRONTIER. THESE ARE THE VOYAGES OF 
THE STARSHIP ENTERPRISE, HER FIVE YEAR MISSION TO 
EXPLORE STRANGE NEW WORLDS, TO SEEK OUT NEW LIFE AND 
NEW CIVILIZATION, TO BOLDLY GO WHERE NO MAN HAS GONE 
BEFORE. FROM SEPTEMBER NINETEEN SIXTY-SIX TO FEBRUARY 
NINETEEN SIXTY-NINE, THAT WAS THE INTRODUCTION TO THE TV 
SERIES "STAR TREK", STAR TREK WAS THE STORY OF CAPTAIN 
JAMES KIRK, HIS CREW OF FOUR HUNDRED-AND-THIRTY, AND 
HIS STAR SHIP "THE ENTERPRISE," WHICH TRAVELED IN THE 
WORLD OF THE FUTURE. BUT, AFTER TWO AND HALF YEARS, 
ITS MISSION WAS CANCELED, NOT BY THE FEDERATION OF 
PLANETS, WHICH WAS ITS GOVERNING BODY, BUT BY NBC, 
THE TV NETWORK WHICH BROADCAST IT. TODAY, DESPITE ITS 
EARLY DEMISE, SOMEWHERE IN THE WORLD EVERYDAY, STAR 


TREK IS BEING VIEWED WITH ARDENT INTEREST. AFTER 
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Teun ESCAPING ONE CANCELATIOM AND THEN, FINALLY, HAVING 

PRODUCTION HALTED, STAR TREK STILL LIVES, PERHAPS 
STRONGER THAN EVER. IT HAS BECOME MORE THAN A TV SHOW, 
IT HAS BECOME A PHENOMENOK. DAVID GERROLD IS A SCIENCE 
FICTION WRITER WHO WROTE "THE WORLD OF STAR TREK"~--THE 
AUTHORITATIVE SOURCE OF INFORMATION ON THE SHOW. HE 
ALSO WROTE ONE OF ITS MOST FAMOUS EPISODES ENTITLED "THE 


TROUBLE WITH TRIBGLES". 


TAPE: CUT ONE -- DAVID GERROLD 
“THE PHENOMENON BEGAN AS A SERIOUS SOCIO=CULTURAL EFFECT 
IN 1968. WHEN THE FANS HEARD A RUMOR THAT NBC WAS 
PLANNING TO CANCEL THE SHOW, THEY STARTED SENDING LETTERS 
TO NBC TELLING THEM PLEASE DON'T CANCEL THE SHOW. NOW, 
50,000 LETTERS, ACCORDING TO NBC, WOULD'VE BEEN ENOUGH 
TO SAVE THE SHOW BUT THEY GOT OVER A MILLION LETTERS," 

NARR: BUT NBC NEVER UNDERSTOOD THE FANATICISM OF THE SHOW'S 
FOLLOWERS. THEY ALWAYS SUSPECTED THAT THIS MASSIVE 
LETTER CAMPAIGN WAS SIMPLY THE WORK OF A SMALL GROUP 
OF GIFTED ORGANIZERS, THEREFORE, THIS PRODIGIOUS EFFORT 
DID SAVE STAR TREK TEMPORARILY - BUT IT FAILED TO 
CONVINCE NBC OF THE SHOW'S LOYAL FOLLOWING. SO THE SHOW 
DIED ON NBC. IT SOON WAS PICKED UP BY INDEPENDENT 
STATIONS THAT AIRED STAR TREK RE-RUNS IN THE EARLY 
EVENING WITH AMAZINGLY GOOD RESULTS. THIS TIME-SLOT 
TAPPED THE LIFELINE OF THE SHOW -- THE YOUNGER TV 


VIEWERS. 


ABOUT THIS TIME, THE FIRST STAR TREK CONVENTION WAS 
ORGANIZED, SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTIONS HAD BEEN HELD 


PREVIOUSLY BUT THIS WAS THE FIRST TO DEAL SOLELY WITH 
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NARR: STAR TREK, AND AN ATTENDANCE OF 500 WAS ANTICIPATED. 

oe 3=THOUSAND SHOWED UP, MORE THAN HAD EVER ATTENDED A 
SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTION BEFORE. THE PHENOMENON WAS 
BEGINNING TO MAKE ITSELF EVIDENT. STAR TREK CONVENTIONS, 
NUMBERING TEN A YEAR, NOW FORI1 THE VITAL LINK BETWEEN 
THE AVID FANS, THE "TREKKIES", AND THE OBJECT OF THEIR 


FANATICISM,. 


TAPE: CUT TWO -- GERROLD 


"] THINK THE REASON IT KEEPS GOING IS THAT THE YOUNGER 
AUDTENCES ARE LOOKING FOR A LEVEL OF INTERACTION AND 
COMMUNICATIOt WITH THEIR TV SETS. THE TELEVISION 

SET IS ONE-WAY, IT'S FROM THE TV TO YOU, AMD YOUNG 
AUDIENCES ARE LOOKING FOR A WAY TO TALK BACK, TO GET 
INSIDE TO THAT TELEVISION SET AHD THE STAR TREK 
PHENOMENON IS A WAY TO GET INTO THE STAR TREK CULTURE. 
THE FANS ARE COMING TO THE CONVENTIONS AND TALKING BACK 
TO THE STARS, THE WRITERS, TO THE VARIOUS PRODUCTION 
PEOPLE AND THEY SAY 'WHY DID YOU DO THIS?' AND ‘HOW 
ABOUT THIS?'" 

NARR: THE CONVENTIONS ARE THREE RING CIRCUSES WITH STAR TREK 
EPISODES BEING SHOWN, MASQUERADE BALLS, TRIVIA CONTESTS, 
AND TREKKIES SCURRING ABOUT, TRYING TO CATCH AS MANY 
EVENTS AS POSSIBLE. RUNNING AROUND THE CONVENTION 
FLOOR ARE PEOPLE WEARING COMMUNICATIONS ANTENNAE, 
OTHERS SPORTING FASERS, THE WEAPON OF THE FUTURE, STILL 
OTHERS ADORNED IN STAR TREK UNIFORMS. PERHAPS MUST 
ARRESTING IS THE PREPONDERANCE OF POINTED EARS. THIS 
LAST FEATURE IS A TRIBUTE TO "MR, SPOCK,", STAR TREK'S 
MOST BELOVED CHARACTER. HE IS A PRODUCT OF THE PLANET 
VULCAN, AND HAS POINTED EARS, RAISED EYEBROWS, AND AN 
INTELLECT BASED TOTALLY ON LOGIC -- NO EMOTIONS. HE 
SERVES AS THE PERFECT COUNTERPOINT FOR THE EMOTIONAL 


CAPTAIN KIRK. AND IT IS THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET HIM... 
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NARR: OR AT LEAST THE ACTOR WHO PORTRAYED HIM...AS WELL AS 

pee THE OTHER STAR TREK PERSONALITIES THAT GIVES THE 
TREKKIES THEIR ULTIMATE JOY. SEATED IN A PACKED AUDITORIUM, 
THEY WATCH IN REVERENCE AS CAPTAIN KIRK COMES ALIVE. 
QUESTIONS ARE ASKED, GIFTS ARE GIVEN TO THEIR HEROES, 
AND THERE'S APPLAUSE AT EVERY MENTION OF THE SHOW, 
IT'S AN EMOTIONED-FILLEO REUNION - WITH CHARACTERS 


FROM THE FUTURE. 


TAPE: CUT THREE -- GERROLDO 
"IT BECOMES QUITE AN EXCITING LEVEL OF INVOLVEMENT 
THAT THE FANS HAVE TAKEN AN ILLUSION OF A REALITY, 
BECAUSE IT WAS ONLY A TELEVISION SHOW, AND THEY'VE 
ACCEPTED IT AND TAKEN IT INTO THEIR HEARTS SO MUCH 
THAT STAR TREK IS MORE REAL TO MOST OF THESE KIDS THAN 
A LOT OF ANYTHING ELSE THEY SEE ON TV INCLUDING THE 
SIX O'CLOCK NEWS." 

NARR : BESIDES THE CONVENTIONS, THERE ARE OTHER MANIFESTATIONS 
OF THE STAR TREK PHENOMENON. STORES SELL STAR TREK 
T-SHIRTS, DOLLS, MODELS AND BOOKS INCLUDING BLUEPRINTS 
OF THE SPACE SHIP "ENTERPRISE", AND A MANUAL LISTING 
REGULATIONS AND LAWS. HOLLYWOOD - THE MOTION PICTURE 
INDUSTRY = HAS TAKEN NOTE OF THE SHOW'S POPULARITY AND A 
MOVIE IS UNDER WAY WITH THE ORIGINAL CAST. "FANZINES" - 
MAGAZINES PUBLISHED BY STAR TREK FANS, CONTAIN FAN CLUB 
ADORESSES, INFORMATION ON STAR TREK, AND INSIDE GOSSIP, 
A RECENT FAN=-SPONSORED LETTER APPEAL TO PRESIDENT 
FORD HAS FORCED NASA TO RENAME ITS UPCOMING SPACE 
SHUTTLE THE’ "ENTERPRISE", AFTER THE STARSHIP FROM THE 
SHOW. IN FACT, A MODEL OF THE ENTERPRISE NOW STANDS 
AT THE SMITHSONIAN IN WASHINGTON D.C. IN THE AIR ANDO 


SPACE MUSEUM. 


NARR: 
CCONT) 
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WHAT IS RESPOHSIBLE FOR THE MYSTIQUE SURROUNDING THE 
SHOW? SOME PEOPLE POINT TO THE QUALITY OF THE WRITING, 
OR THE PERFECTLY ATTUNED ACTING OR THE EXCELLENT 
PRODUCTION. BUT NONE OF THIS SETS STAR TREK ASIDE 

FROM THE MANY EXCELLENT TV SHOWS THAT HAVE FAILED TO 
LIVE ON AFTER THEIR VIEWING DAYS WERE OVER. PERHAPS 

IT WAS THE STAND THAT STAR TREK TOOK. IT SAID WAR 

IS WRONG AND VIOLENCE SHOULD BE A MEANS OF LAST RESORT. 
IT SHOWED A BROTHERHOOD OF MAN, A BLACK COMMUNICATIONS 
OFFICER, AN ORIENTAL AND A RUSSIAN NAVIGATOR, A SCOTTISH 
ENGINEER, ALL WORKING TOGETHER TOWARDS A COMMON GOAL - 
PEACE. Atid ALL THIS DURING A TIME WHEN AMERICA WAS 
TORN BY VIETNAM, BY CIVIL RIGHTS PROTESTS AND WITNESSED 


ASSASSINATIONS OW TV, 


TAPE: CUT FOUR -- GERROLD 


NARR: 


ANNCR: 


"STAR TREK IS A SHOW THAT SAID: LOOK, THERE WILL BE A 
FUTURE. IT'LL BE A PRETTY GOOD FUTURE. WE'RE GONNA 
STILL HAVE PROBLEMS, THE HUMAN RACE HAS ALWAYS HAD 
PROBLEMS, AND WE WILL LEARN TO SOLVE THEM BY DEALING 
WITH THEM RATIONALLY." 

DURING A TROUBLED TIME, STAR TREK GAVE ITS AUDIENCE 


A WORLD TO LOOK FORWARD TO. 


THIS HAS BEEN DATELINE, STORIES ABOUT PEOPLE AND PLACES 
IN THE UNITED STATES. TODAY, YOU HEARD DATELINE: NEW 
YORK CITY AND THE STORY OF THE CONTINUING STAR TREK 
PHENOMENON. NEXT WEEK CAT THIS TIME) ANOTHER DATELINE 
THIS I§ +---------~--- ’ 
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